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TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: FUKUDA'S ECONOMIC SUMMIT SITE PREFERENCE 

TWO KNOWLEDGEABLY PLACED FOREIGN OFFICE SOURCES HAVE TOLD US 
SEPARATELY THAT PM FUKUDA'S FIRST CHOICE FOR ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
SITE IS CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES. SECOND NORTH AMERICA 
DIVISION (ECONOMIC) DIRECTOR HIROSHI FUKUDA AND ECONOMIC 
BUREAU COUNSELOR NAKAHIRA, WHO HAS BEEN DESIGNATED MOFA 
COORDINATOR FOR ECONOMIC SUMMIT, TOLD US THIS WEEK THAT 
MOFA OFFICIAL POSITION IS FOR JAPAN TO BE NEUTRAL ON ECONOMIC 
SUMMIT SITE, BUT THAT PRIME MINISTER WOULD PREFER THE U.S. 

NAKAHIRA SAID PREFERENCE FOR U.S. WAS "BEHIND PM'S SUGGESTION 
TO CARTER BY TELEPHONE THAT PRESIDENT TAKE THE INITIATIVE." 

NAKAHIRA ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT FUKUDA WOULD AGREE TO JAPAN AS 
SUMMIT SITE IF OTHERS SO DESIRE, AND WOULD ACQUIESCE TO EUROPE 
UNETHUSIASTICALLY, IN PART OUT OF ANNOYANCE FOR HIGH-HANDED 
MANNER IN WHICH FRENCH HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD. 
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